ligchting up
stephanie radok on adelaide festival's 2007
visual arts program

LIGHT THE OVERARCHING THEME OF THISYEAR'S ADELAIDE FESTIVAL OF ARTS. HAS A
SPECIAL RESOMANCE IN SOUTH AUSTRALLA AS COLOMEL WILLIAM LIGHT 15 CREDITED
WITH DESIGMING THE CITY. HIS BRONIE STATUE POINTING A FINGER AT ADELAIDE FROM
MONTEFIORE HILL AND HiS GOLD-PLATED THEQDOLITE THAT SITS LIKE A LOLASE BOUR-
GEQIS SPIDER ON A PLINTH IN LIGHT SOUARE MARKTHE CITY'S GRATITUDE

& omenne has suggesisd that a lasor tracking light shausd Be atleched 1o his fengar 5o 1hal
wen can find cut exactly whare ho s poiniing. Sounds [fe disce and a job o Graffii Ressarch
Lab (GAL), & Mew York-based arf group dedicated te ostfitting graffiti writers, arists and
protesters with open source technalogies for urban communication. They will be glving a
masterclase and daing public art inferventions all cver Adelnkde March 5-18. GRL oftan use
LED Theawies (o maks ststamanis. A Threwie conaiste of a lithium battery, a 10mm ditfused
LED ard & rara-aarth magrot tapsd fogeihee, You spoll oot your graffiai in lght on matal (ie
magnetic] surfaces thus saving bath paint and muscie powar.

Enlightenmuent H ke twin thema of the teatival and Tha Spead of Light, thie set of five axhibi-
fions and & keyrsote sddress involve & certain amousnt of what might be called an enlightenod
raturn (o e 705 This could be thes wheal af fashion or as In the worldeids tendancy 10 re-
enactmaent of past performance ar, a reflection of the voracious fadd bor copy ina wak-basad
weiii bl

Doug Altken, La-based artist and maker of muske videos and ads an s day-joh, racenily
showsd vary lange image projections on the Museum of Modarn Arf in New York Ha will not
b muaking & work in Adelaids but Is the keynote spasker for Artists’ Week and will et the
stage for thinking aboul ditferent kinds of light and ways of working with it Qutdeor lage
scale projections will be prosent in the wark of the Airsiralian-based mak The Electric Canvas
vt will be projecting an Australisn Werld Pramier Froe Spaclacls trom diesk 15 2am avory
festival nbght on buildings vp and dows the cultural hovileward of Naorih Tarraca.

&5 padt of The Spead of Light 8l Greanaway An Galbery, New York-basad Chilean ariist Ivin
Mavarss will show videos as wall as lighl sculptures made with necn fsbes that look lie
ramakas of Dam Flavin's ard and build on seme of tho unresolved aspects of minkmalism.
Argentinaan artist Falls Larreta’s Spharescent, s geodesic dama 1hal yeu can walk unakde
arstl b eovaned wilh op art pattedns ":il":-"'""l“ﬂ to music and ssownd palterms, will bo | atesd
o thee TOg imarsvarp zone of the Adelnids Fastival Contre Plats by Grosnaway Art Gallary's
alisheol. BAG Projocts, Berlin, Al Flimdars Unkversity City Gallery lEallan artist Elisa Sighl-
el will shiow Hghtbomes and vidass, Sho salectively paints tha backs of ber pholos babors
illumEnating ihom thus combining the sofiness of oll-painted sl aces sith the sharpasss

ol photography. Disseidor-based Mischa Kuboll has bean working with light for 20 yeais
Ha makes pobitical and social statements with projections, and Pwists cur capacily 1o make
gargn from fragmends of langueags projected onto sculptural alamaents designed Broem his gigi-
tizod brain wavas, Fenally ol the Jam Factory The Speed of Light comes to rest with Tha AES
{+F) Group from Runsin which consists ol graphic designes Evgony Svyaliky and concapiual
architacis Tallana Arsamascea aid Lev Eviovich who work together regularly with fashion
photogeaphas ' lsidimis Fridia; on those occasions his F in added to the athes nitiala Thai
wieh, & ihrsg-screan video inmisliaticn and a Tee madre photographic panoram. doplcis &
tabileai sivant of Intornatfonal poth 0 battls [RTE, pE] OF all The Speed of Light program

this vecark has The moat political deme&nsion s
it makes palpable tha youll of The world sho
ait In frond of illuminaied screans and play
compuer gomes, thus ballling aach othar
{and older people) day after doy, night aftes
might, an the intar mel

Curafed by Jullanse Pierce, Arfists’ Wael
0008 is o program of hack 10 Back arfists’
falks and foquma. Pliy 1§ Lowd ashs whethas
combdning music and art ks dum or jusi plain
fun. Speakers insluds Chicks on Spaed and
the Ziggy Stardust-coitfed Philip Brophy

ns vl a4 art band Tha Histrionics” Da-

ndus Kegmimas The Arl and The City farem
investigates whedher more &l i bbing made
usirg the ity A5 a canvas. Shaun Gladwall
will apank plong with Evan Roth frem Goaligl
Hesasrch Lab. Playing It Sale asks i are we
i A parkod of consarvative art. Spaakers

e hude Arlens Tocta Queen, Debarah Kaldly
ol Baware of the God fame and Adam Gecry.
I Intimate Dialogus 1he guestion s how

do curatoss wark with srilsis end contribute
{6 thalr craslive praclice? Spoakars inslusle
Rachsl Kend, Vicioria Lynn and Jason Smith.
Continamial Dritt wonders | if's possible for
Auniralis-based artiats 10 hawa infsmatisnal

a Australian mam .
Miustay-Lealis, recently said “| raally baliaws
that ari in over in a sensa, the whiode thang
is mostly just a commercial aysiem now. S0
wrm iy to relnwent IE Inam gur perspective, o
{eminist parspective,..” Theoe are distinct
schoas of 903 art stars VNS Matric's practice
in Chichs on Spasd‘s ambience. Who dosan'l
romamber &l lagst & few words from YIS
cybet{aminist maniissto of art {or the 217 con-
tury: “we e (he viras of the waorld discedar
tha eliferis i & diswnct line bo the matrie”

Adelaide Featival af Arts, Spead of Light,
Feb 28.March 18, hitp:[/adelaidefastival,
Com.au
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